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1. SASKATCHEWAN'S ANNOUNCED PLAN TO NATIONALIZE POTASH FIRMS 
RECEIVED MAJOR BUSINESS NEWS COVERAGE IN NOVEMBER 14 CANADIAN 
PRESS. MONTREAL GAZETTE REPORTS THAT CENTRAL CANADA POTASH 
CO. LTD. (51 PERCENT OWNED BY NORANDA MINES) DID NOT REPEAT 

NOT FIND PREMIER BLAKENEY'S PLAN A SURPRISE AND QUOTES FIRM'S 
GENERAL MANAGER AS SAYING THAT HIS FIRM HAD ALREADY AP- 
PROACHED TO PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT ABOUT A POSSIBLE SALE. 

OTHER FIRM' REPRESENTATIVES, HOWEVER, HAVE CHARACTERIZED 
SASKATCHEWAN’S PLAN AS "MONSTROUS", "DISAPPOINTING", ETC. 

AND IMC (LIBERTYVILLE, ILL.) REPORTEDLY ISSUED STATEMENT THAT 
IT WOULD PURSUE "EVERY POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE" TO GOVERNMENT 
TAKEOVER. 

2. SASKATCHEWAN ANNOUNCEMENT HAS ALSO BROUGHT CONDEMNATION 
FROM PROVINCIAL LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE PARTY LEADERS. 
CONSERVATIVE LEADER COLLVER STATED THAT "IF THE GOVERN- 
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WISHING TO TAKE A CHANCE ON SASKATCHEWAN", AND LIBERAL LEADER 
STEUART STATED THAT BLAKENEY "DIDN'T NERD TO TAKE THEM OVER. 

HE'S ALREADY TAKING EROM 75 TO 85 PERCENT OE THEIR REVENUES". 

3. RON ANDERSON IN GLOBE AND MAIL OE NOVEMBER 14 SUMS UP MAIN 
THEMES OF PRESS COMMENTARY BY WRITING: 

"THE PROVINCE, IT SEEMS, CAN AFEORD TO BUY OUT ALL OR A LARGE 
PART OF THE INDUSTRY, BY DRAWING ON THE SASKATCHEWAN ENERGY 
EUND, BY MARKET BORROWING AND BY USING ITS HEAVY TAXATION OE 
POTASH PRODUCTION TO EINANCE PURCHASE OE ONE MINE AETER ANOTHER. 

"IT IS DOUBTEUL, HOWEVER, THAT THIS IS THE BEST USE OE THE 
PROVINCE'S FISCAL RESOURCES. IT WILL GET THE INDUSTRY'S 
AETER-TAX PROEITS, SUCH AS THEY ARE, AND THE EEDERAL TAX 
SHARE OF POTASH PROFITS. 

"SASKATCHEWAN WILL LOSE THE TECHNICAL RESOURCES OF THE 
POTASH MINING COMPANIES AND THEIR MARKETING CONNECTIONS AND 
EXPERTISE. WHILE MARKETS MAY NOT POSE A PROBLEM IN THE 
SHORT RUN, DEVELOPMENT OF NEW POTASH DISCOVERIES ELSEWHERE 
COULD CHANGE THE MARKETING OUTLOOK FOR SASKATCHEWAN. 

"PERHAPS THE GREATEST COST WOULD BE THE LOSS OF CONFIDENCE 
OF THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY. IF THE GOVERNMENT NATIONALIZES 
POTASH, FEW COMPANIES WOULD BE PREPARED TO RISK THEIR TIME, 

EFFORT AND MONEY IN DEVELOPING THE PROVINCE'S METALS, OIL 
AND GAS." 
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